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‘Measures Melt', the debut full-length from indie/electro/punk band The New Loud,
marks an evolution in both songcraft and production from the band's EP, 'Can't Stop
Not Knowing', released earlier this year. Showcasing a strong sense of urgency, each
of the 10 tracks are tightly wound pieces of melodic and aggressive male/female
vocals amid hooky keyboards and noise guitar all riding on top of a club style rhythm
section coursing with alley-fight adrenaline. From the chunky opening riff of 'Secrets'
to the fading distorted breakcore drums of 'Every Girl | See' the collection of songs
glides effortlessly between dance and rock, dissonance and melody.

Produced/Recorded by band member Shane Olivo in his basement studio and mixed
by Mark Trombino (Jimmy Eat World, Rilo Kiley, Drive Like Jehu), 'Measures Melt' uses
up to 80+ tracks in the mix. The band's obsessively layered production style creates a
unique dynamic in which songs, from beginning to end, are a steady crescendo,
ramping in both layers and energy. If The Pixies can be described as loud, quiet, loud -
The New Loud can be described as loud, louder, LOUDEST. The band's unconven-
tional approach of using sequenced bass over all-live played electronic and acoustic
drums makes for a more intense, energetic experience both on record and on tour.
Keyboards are run both clean-direct and through distorted guitar amps to provide
edgy-ness and grit. Vocals are layered into both catchy melodic choruses and
hardcore punk style group shouts.

‘Measures Melt' furthers The New Loud's male/female vocal interplay by featuring
keyboardist Jessi Nakles as lead vocal on the tracks 'Out of Control' and 'Wrapped In
Plastic'. 'Out of Control' begins in a sparse electronica style. Just over the halfway
point, Jessi unleashes a blood-curdling scream supported by keyboard noise,
dramatically shifting the song's gears to a My Bloody Valentine-esque, wall-of-sound
finale. 'Wrapped In Plastic', is a nod to the seminal 1990 David Lynch TV series, "Twin
Peaks', as told from the perspective of the murdered icon, Laura Palmer. 'Wrapped In
Plastic' emulates the cloaked normalcy and edgy atmosphere of the series by
tweaking a pop song template, adding change-ups in time signature and dissonant
harmonic keyboard hooks. Undercurrents climax when a foreboding noise pad in the
bridge overtakes the mix for a second before being tucked neatly back, just in time for
the last chorus.

Strong visual presentation is an important element of The New Loud who continue
their ongoing collaboration with artist/designer Jeremy Pettis. For the cover of
‘Measures Melt', Pettis melted holes in a sheet of plastic transparency which he later
spray painted and brush acrylic painted. Pettis then shot photos with the melted,
painted plastic in focus in the foreground and images of the band from a computer
screen in soft focus in the background. The melting process and layering references
the record's title and sound while the design's combination of physical and digital
elements mirrors the electronic/acoustic, noise/melody, dance/rock, yin/yang aspects
of the band.



